ABSTRACT: According to the 2011 Census, Vojvodina has the population of 1,931,809 which is by 100,183 less than in 2002. Vojvodina has fewer inhabitants today than in 1971. This decrease in number of inhabitants, according to the latest census, occurred in all municipalities except in the City of Novi Sad, where the population annually increased by 4,703.
INTRODUCTION
In the republic of Serbia, the number of inhabitants decreased by 311,139 thousand in the period from 2002 to 2011, which was an annual reduction by 34,571 inhabitants. Decrease in population was recorded in Vojvodina too, where according to the 2011 Census lived 1,931,809 inhabitants. That is by 100,183 less than in 2002 and Vojvodina today has fewer residents than in 1971. The importance of the analysis of population trends is shown by the fact that since the first modern census in 1869 until today, the lowest growth index 95.0 was recorded in the period between the last two censuses, 2002 to 2011 [Стојшин 2011 ].
The basic characteristic of population trends in Vojvodina is that the population growth in the province has most often been caused by mechanical movement or relocation of the population due to various social crises or wars, and that the number of inhabitants has stagnated or declined in the "peaceful" periods.
Besides the mechanical movement of population, we should not forget the natural increase which first negative value (-1.1‰) was recorded in 1989. Since then, when Vojvodina is considered as a whole, there have been more deaths than births every year. In recent years, natural increase has been around -5.0‰.
With a population decline between the last two censuses, Vojvodina is characterized by an aging population. Analysis of the age structure of the population is essential because of the influence of this structure on the various areas of social life, as well as because it indicates that different parts of Vojvodina show some differences.
CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION TRENDS IN VOJVODINA
The greatest increase in population in Vojvodina since the Second World War was recorded in the period from 1953 to 1961 (index 109.2) 1 , when the population of Vojvodina annually increased by 19,542 residents [Стојшин 2011: 229] . The increase was influenced by higher natural increase which occurred as a result of a compensatory after war period, but also the colonization, the mechanical movement of the population, considerably influenced the population growth.
The first decrease in population in Vojvodina after the Second World War was recorded between 1981 and 1991, when the index amounted 99.0 ( Table  1) . During that period, in 1989, negative natural increase was recorded in Vojvodina for the first time, and the number of emigrants was higher than the number of immigrants because of the "beginning" of the social crisis.
This crisis, which "ended" with the war between the former republics of Yugoslavia, also influenced the movement of the population of Vojvodina in the period between the two subsequent censuses. Namely, it is most likely that the population would have continued to decrease until 2002 due to negative natural increase "if there had not been for the influx of a large number of refugees from the former Yugoslav republics. This is the period in which the migratory population movements had great significance for total population dynamics" [Стојшин 2011: 230] , because the natural increase was constantly negative.
The 2002 Census showed that there were 144,404 people who moved to this province. The refugees had a share of 9.18% in the total number of population in Vojvodina [Two centuries…2008: 61] which meant that almost every tenth resident of Vojvodina escaped from the former Yugoslav republics during the war conflicts in the nineties.
Without immigrants, Vojvodina would have faced further decrease in the number of inhabitants. However, this population inflow into the territory of the province only briefly affected the increase in population. The last census of 2011 showed again that the population decreased, compared to the previous census year, by 100,183 inhabitants [Census 2011] . The growth index in this period was the lowest one since the Second World War (Table 1) .
CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION TRENDS IN AREAS OF VOJVODINA
It should be noted that the demographic picture is not the same in all parts of Vojvodina and that the changes in population trends vary depending on the area regarded. In the period after the Second World War until 2011, the population constantly grew only in South Bačka region where the growth index from the 1948 Census to 2011 was 171.2 (Table 1) .
All areas of Vojvodina were characterized by moderate increase in population until the 1961 Census. A slight reduction in the number of residents in North Banat occurred in the next 1971 Census, while in the 1981 Census the population decrease was also noted in Central Banat. Since then, these two regions have faced a constant decline.
In the areas of Srem, West and North Bačka and South Banat, the population decrease was observed between the 1981 and 1991 Censuses. In the period from 1991 to 2002, which was characterized by specific mechanical population movement, population increased in West and South Bačka and Srem, while in other areas the trend of population decline continued [Стојшин 2011: 233] .
The period between 2002 and 2011 was characterized by population decrease in all areas except South Bačka (index 103.7). The greatest decrease in the nine year period between the two censuses was recorded in West Bačka (index 87.9) and North Banat (index 89.1) regions.
Analysis of population trends in different areas of Vojvodina has shown that these areas can be classified into three groups. The first group includes those areas in which the number of inhabitants constantly decreased since the population decrease was recorded for the first time up to the 2011 Census: North Bačka (after the 1981 Census), Central Banat (after 1971), North Banat (after 1961) and South Banat (after 1981). The second group comprises Srem and West Bačka where, after the 1991 decrease, population increase was recorded in 2002, but up to the last census continued to decline. South Bačka belongs to the third group with the population constantly increasing in the period between the censuses of 1948 and 2011. In the previous lines, as far as the space allowed, the influence of mechanical movement of population was explained, but it should be noted that the influence of natural movement in Vojvodina is equally important. Vojvodina is characterized by a long-term trend of decline in the natural increase rates. The highest natural increase of 10.9‰ in Vojvodina was recorded after the Second World War in the period from 1948 to 1952, while from 1953 to 1960 the rate fell to 8.7‰ [Стојшин 2011: 232] .
Since the end of 1961, "in 71 places in Vojvodina, negative natural increase was recorded. In the next decade, their number increased to 210, and between 1981 and 1991, to 291" [Ћурчић 1996: 95] . Natural increase from 1981 to 1990 was about 0.7‰.
In the period between 2002 and 2011, natural increase in Vojvodina had negative rates, and they continued to decrease in the following years. In the last five years, birth rates of the population in the province have been approximately equal, with about 9.4 children per 1000 inhabitants being born each year. Mortality rates have also stabilized, ranging from 14.5‰. Today, natural increase is around -5.0‰. 
NATURAL INCREASE IN THE AREAS OF VOJVODINA
As shown by the analysis of population trends, the areas in Vojvodina also vary in heights of their natural increase. Greater number of deaths than births was first recorded in North Bačka in 1971, -0.5‰, while in 1981, negative natural increase was recorded in North Banat (Table 3) . The area where the natural increase had a maximum positive value was South Bačka, where negative growth was recorded for the first time in 1992 (-0.9‰) 2 . In the last intercensal period, natural increase was negative in all areas of Vojvodina, but the rates of growth varied widely. The population of North Banat has the lowest rates in this period, -8.4‰ as recorded in 2011, and the situation was similar with the population of Central Banat (Table 3 ). The highest rates, but still negative, were recorded for the population of South Bačka, for example the natural increase was -1.4‰ in 2009.
The following data show the degree of difference in natural increase between the regions and municipalities as well. Specifically, in 2011, the lowest natural increase was recorded for the population of Nova Crnja, as low as -14.8‰, Čoka and Sečanj -12.8‰, while positive natural increase was recorded in the City of Novi Sad 1.2‰ (municipality of Novi Sad 1.4‰, municipality of Petrovaradin -0.3‰) [Витална статистика 2011: 5] .
Novi Sad, the centre of Vojvodina and South Bačka region, the city where people from Vojvodina and other areas of Serbia gravitate, is specific for its constant population growth. This increase has been the result of immigration, but of positive natural increase as well.
Within the period from 2002 to 2011, the natural increase in Novi Sad was negative from 2003 to 2005 . On the other hand, the share of population over 60 in the total population in Serbia was 22.5% in 2002 and 24.8% in 2011, which means that one in four people аrе over 60. In Vojvodina, the proportion of aged population increased as well, from 21.4% in 2002, to 23.7% in 2011. Also, analysis of the share of population age groups of 20-39 and 40-59 showed that in all regions, except in South Bačka, there were more residents of 40-59 than from the younger group (Table 4) . The age group of 40-59 was also the largest.
The average population age in Vojvodina, according to the last census, is 41.8. Male population is on average 40.2, while female population is 43.3 years old. In urban areas, the average population age is 41.4 and in villages it is 42.3 5 . It is obvious that in the period from 2002 to 2011 there were significant changes in the population age structure. The share of children in the total population of Vojvodina, which is an indicator of changes in the age structure, decreased from 15.6% in 2002 6 to 14.3%. The share of population aged 15 to 49 in the period between the last two censuses also decreased from 49.4% to 46.3%. It was only the population over 50 that increased in 2011, from 34.3% to 39.3%.
Old demographic age of all areas of Vojvodina can be confirmed by the aging index, which indicates the proportion of the population aged 0 to 14 and the population over 65. In 2011, the aging index was 1.15.
The only region with more young (15.12% of total population) than old population 14.97% is South Bačka, with aging index 0.99. The population of South Bačka is the youngest in Vojvodina with an average age of 40.6.
The population of West Bačka is the oldest, with the worst ratio of young (13.23%) and the population over 65 (18.33%). The aging index is 1.38. The population of this area has the highest average age of 43.3.
The situation is similar in North Banat (index 1.28) followed by Central Banat (1.22). 
CONCLUSION
The 2011 Census showed that changes in the population trends recorded in 2002 did not affect permanently the demography of Vojvodina which is getting worse every year. Population increase recorded in 2002 was the result of a large number of immigrants. If the number of immigrants had been excluded from the total population of Vojvodina, the total population would have been lower in this census, too. We can say with certainty that the trend of population decline, briefly interrupted by specific mechanical movements, continued in the period from 2002 to 2011, and that it is most likely to continue in the future.
Some areas in Vojvodina have fewer inhabitants than after the World War Two. The areas with more inhabitants in 2011 than in 1948 are South Bačka (index 2011/1948 is 171.2), Srem (index 148.7), South Banat (105.2) and North Bačka (101.3). Other areas had fewer inhabitants in 2011 than in 1948 and the largest decrease in population in this period was recorded in North Banat (index being only 78.2).
Although natural increase had greater influence on the population increase in the period after World War Two, today, negative rates affect population decrease in all areas of Vojvodina. The only area where natural increase is low but generally positive, the area to which people from other parts of Vojvodina and Central Serbia gravitate, is South Bačka, namely the City of Novi Sad. The population of this center of gravity is constantly growing while other areas tend to be characterized by negative migration balance and very low, negative natural increase.
Vojvodina is characterized by increasing depopulation and aging population. Negative demographic trends will continue in the future. The importance of the analysis of population trends, and their structures as well, is reflected primarily in the planning of renewal and further development of Vojvodina and its areas.
